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Welcome  

 

Hymn - CH4 291 – When out of poverty is born  

 

1. When out of poverty is born  

a dream that will not die,  

and landless, weary folk find strength  

to stand with heads held high,  

it’s then we learn from those who wait  

to greet the promised day,  

‘The Lord is coming; don’t lose heart.  

e blest: prepare the way!’  

 

2. When people wander far from God,  

forget to share their bread,  

they find their wealth an empty thing,  

their spirits are not fed.  

For only just and tender love  

the hungry soul will stay.  

And so God’s prophets echo still 

 ‘Be blest: prepare the way!’  

 

3. When God took flesh and came to earth,  

the world turned upside down,  

and in the strength of woman’s faith  

the Word of Life was born.  

She knew that God would raise the low,  

it pleased her to obey.  

Rejoice with Mary in the call,  

‘Be blest: prepare the way! 

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn – CH4 522 - The Church is wherever God’s people 

are praising 

 

  1.The Church is wherever God’s people are praising, 

knowing they’re wanted and loved by their Lord. 

The Church is wherever Christ’s followers are trying 

to live and to share out the good news of God. 

 

  2.The Church is wherever God’s people are loving, 

where all are forgiven and start once again, 

where all are accepted, whatever their background, 

whatever their past and whatever their pain. 

 

  3.The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking 

to reach out and touch folk wherever they are — 

conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort, 

to challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire. 

 

  4.The Church is wherever God’s people are praising, 

knowing we’re wanted and loved by our Lord. 

The Church is where we as Christ’s followers are trying 

to live and to share out the good news of God. 

 

Prayer 

 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 31: 1-5 & 15-16 – 1 In you, Lord, 
I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me 
in your righteousness.  2 Turn your ear to me, come quickly to 
my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me. 
3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your 
name lead and guide me.  4 Keep me free from the trap that is 
set for me, for you are my refuge.  5 Into your hands I commit 
my spirit; deliver me, Lord, my faithful God.  – 15 My times are 
in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from 

those who pursue me.  16 Let your face shine on your servant; 
save me in your unfailing love. 
 

Scripture Reading – 1st Peter 2:2-10 – 2 Like newborn 
babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up 
in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.  4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by 
humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, 
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a 
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one 
who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  7 Now to you 
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not 
believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble     
and a rock that makes them fall.”  They stumble because they 
disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 
for.  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 
 

Hymn – CH4 200 - Christ is made the sure foundation 
 

1.Christ is made the sure foundation,  

Christ the head and corner-stone,   

chosen of the Lord, and precious,  

binding all the Church in one,  

holy Zion’s help for ever,  

and her confidence alone.  

  

2.To this temple, where we call you,  

come, O Lord of Hosts, today:  

with your constant loving-kindness,  

hear your servants as they pray,  

and your fullest benediction  

shed within its walls alway.  

  

3.Here bestow on all your servants  

what they ask of you to gain,  

what they gain from you for ever  

with the blessèd to retain,  

and hereafter in your glory  

evermore with you to reign.  

  

4.Praise and honour to the Father,  

praise and honour to the Son,  

praise and honour to the Spirit,  

ever Three and ever One,  

One in might and One in glory  

while unending ages run. 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued overleaf) 
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Hymn – CH4 739 - The Church’s one foundation 

 

1.The Church’s one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ her Lord: 

She is his new creation 

By water and the word; 

From heaven he came and sought her 

To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, 

And for her life he died. 

 

2.Called forth from every nation, 

Yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation: 

One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, 

And shares one holy food, 

As to one hope she presses, 

With every grace endued. 

 

3.In toil and tribulation, 

And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 

Of peace for evermore, 

Till with the vision glorious 

Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 

Shall be the Church at rest. 

 

4.Yet she on earth has union 

With God the Three in One, 

And mystical communion 

With those whose rest is won. 

O happy ones and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 

On high may dwell with thee. 

 

Dedication of Offering 

 

Benediction & Amen 

 

Hymn - MP 460 - May God’s Blessing surround you 

 

May God's blessing surround you each day, 

as you trust Him and walk in His way. 

May His presence within guard and keep you from sin, 

go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 


